Wesrerrr Llecirsc
312A Vacuum Tube

Classification—Filamentary air-cooled pentode

This tube is intended primarily for use as a radio-frequency power amplifier, modulator, oscil-
lator, suppressor-grid modulated amplifier or harmonic generator at intermediate power levels.

D].nlc:lsions—l)imcnsiuns aml (.:utﬁnc: di:lgr.’lms are s|l(1wn in ["igures 1 and 2. The overall dimen-
sions are:

Maximum overall length. . . .. L R R R R e S T3
Maximum diameter. .. ... ... .. . - id

Mounting—Standard 6 pin ceramic base, for use in the Western Electric 144B or similar socket.
The tube may be mounted in either a vertical or horizontal position. If mounted horizontally,

the plane of the flament, which is indicated in Figure 2, should be vertical.

Filament—Thoriated tungsten

Filament voltage: « oo e s Soieans Shkmb we s 10 volts, a.c. or d.c.
Nominal filament Current, . ... l.v v vmnercrnonesnnensers 2.8 ATPETES
Average thermionic emission. . ........................... L0 ampere
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Average Direct Interelectrode Capacitances

Plate to grid (maximam) oo oo s o v 0.15 puf.
Grid to filament, screen and suppressor grids. .. ............ 15.5 ppf.
Plate to Alament, screen and suppressor grids. ... .......... 12.3  ppf.

Characteristics—DPerformance data given below are based upon a typical set of conditions.
Variations can be expected with different circuits and tubes. Figures 3 to 8, inclusive, give the
static characteristics of a typical tube plotted against grid and plate voltages. All data are based
on alternating current operation of the filament, with grid voltages referred to the center tap of
the filament.

Average Characteristies at 1000 volts direct plate potential and 50 watts plate dissipation
(E =500 volts, E.4=0 volts, 1),=50 milliamperes):

Amplification factor (approximate). . .............o .00 1100
Grid to plate transconductance.. . ..oovviviiiiin e 3800 micromhos
Plite TesIStance. . . oo vvtiiiin it e e 290,000 ohms

Operation

Maximum Ratings
CLASS € AMPLIFIER OR OSCILLATOR

**Plate **Suppressor=Grid

*Unmodulxted Modulated Modulated
Max. direct plate voltage. .. ........... 1250 1000 1250 volts
Max. direct plate current... ... ....... 100 100 60 milliamperes
Max. plate dissipation. .......o.co0iun. 50 35 50 watts
Max. plate input. .. ... 125 100 75 watts
Max. direct screen-grid voltage. .. .. . hoo 500 500 volts
Max. direct screen-grid current. ... ... 50 50 55 milliamperes
Max. screen-grid dissipation. . ......... 20 12 20 watts
Max. direct suppressor-grid voltage... .. 50 60 —200 to 450 volts
Max. direct suppressor-grid current ... 15 15 15 milliamperes
Max. direct control-grid current........ 15 15 15 milliamperes
Max. r-f control-grid current... .. . ... 5 5 5 amperes
Max. frequency for above ratings. ... .. 20 20 20 megacycles

*For intermittent service.
**Carrier conditions for use with 1009}, modulation.

Class € Radio-Frequency Power Amplifier—Suppressor-Grid Modulated
Carrier Conditions:

Direct plate voltage. ... ... i i 1000 1250 volts
Suppressor-grid bias (approx.)....... ... ... ...... —T70 —85 volts
A-F suppressor-grid voltage (approx.) ... 70 85 peak volts
Control-gtid bias (approx.).cs: s svswvisnsiaswae =Bl —50 volts
R-I" eontrol-grid voltage (approx.) .. ... . ....... 85 85 peak volts
R-I" control-grid excitation .. .. . ......... e 0i85 0.55 watts
Direct plite: current: e st s s 47 50 milliamperes
Direct sereen il Crrent. oo e s s s vomwssme wrses 39 42 milliamperes
Direct control-grid current. .. .......... .. B i B 5 & milliamperes
Screen-grid resistor...... SEE RS e ares 1T,000 22,000 ohms
Nominal carrier power output for use with 1009,

modulation. ... SN B 17 23 watts



Class C Radio=Frequency Power Amplifier or Oscillator—Unmodulated

Direct plate voleage .- covvvnievumaaa t1000 11000 1250 1250 volts
Suppressor-grid bias. .. ......... .00 0 20 0 20 volts
Sereen-grid bias. . ................ .... 350 300 350 300 volts
Control-grid bias (approx.). ........... =50 — 55 —50 —55 volts

R.F control-grid voltage (approx.) ... .. 85 100 85 100 peak volts
R-T¥ control-grid excitation (approx.) ... 0.55 0.7 0.55 0.7 watts

Direct plate current. .. ... .. ........ 94 95 100 100 milliamperes
Direct screen-grid current. .. ... .. il 39 33 ar 36 milliamperes
Direct control-grid current. ... ...... .. b 5.5 5 5.5 milliamperes
Nominal power output................ 65 70 85 90 watts

tMay be used for continuous service.

Class C Radio-Frequency Power Amplifier—FPlate Modulated
Carrier Conditions:

INTecE PLAEE OLERRE v wnne asimesssmms = b e st oo o s e 1000 volts
Suppressor-grid bias. ... ... 40 volts
Control-grid bias (ApproX.). . . ..o — 40 volts

R-I7 control-grid voltage (approx.) ... 90 peak volts
R-I control-grid excitation (Approx.) .. ..o v nrinns 1 watt

Direct plate current. .. ... .. ... ... 95 milliamperes
Direct:sereensgrid iourrent oy vt ie St i A 35 milliamperes
Direct control-grid current. .........oo 00l SRR 7 milliamperes
Control-grid Bias TesItir oo v e s e s v 5 6 o 6000 ohms
Screen-grid TeSIStOT. ., ... ... 22000 ohms
Nominal carrier power output for use with 1009 modulation. ... .. 65 watts

Operating Precautions

Mecchanical—Iigures 1 and 2 show the overall dimensions and basing arrangement for the
tube.

The tubes should not be subjected to mechanical shock or excessive vibration. Mechanical
vibration may cause brenkage of the thoriated tungsten filaments.

A free circulation of air must be provided to insure adequate cooling of the glass during
operation.

Eleetrical—Overload protection should always be provided for the plate circuit. A suitable
fuse or circuit breaker should remove the plate and sereen-grid voltages if the plate current exceeds
150 milliamperes.  Although the tube is sufficiently rugged to withstand momentary overloads,
a prolonged overload caused by ineflicient adjustment of the circuit may damage the tube. When
adjusting a new circuit, reduced plate voltage or a series resistance of 1,000 to 5,000 ohms in the
plate circuit should be used until it is operating properly.

The filament should always be operated at the rated voltage, measured at the tube terminals.
A 5%, decrease in filament voltage reduces the thermionic emission approximately 25%,.

In cases where severe and prolonged overload has temporarily impaired the electronic emission
of the filament, the activity may be restored by operating the filament at 309 above normal voltage
for 10 minutes, with all other voltages off, followed by a longer period at normal filament voltage.

(3]
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The center tap of the filament is connected to a separate pin in the base. When alternating
current is used for heating the filament, the grid and plate returns may be connected to this point
instead of to a center tap of the filament heating transformer secondary. If direct current is used
for heating the flament, the plate and grid circuit returns should be connected to the negative
filament terminal. When the tube is used in circuits at very high frequencies, the center tap should
be connected through low-impedance by-pass condensers to the two end points of the filament in
order to minimize the effective filament inductance.

The voltage for the sereen grid may be obtained from a separate source or from a potentiometer
or series resistor in the plate supply. The sereen-grid voltage should net be applied without the
plate voltage. The screen-grid dissipation, which is the product of the direet sereen-grid current
and the direct screen-grid voltage when the screen grid is adequately by-passed, should never be
permitted to exceed the maximum rating given above. ‘This dissipation corresponds to a dull red
color of the screen grid.

The voltage for the suppressor-grid may be obtained from any source of constant direct voltage.
In types of operation where the suppressor draws current, the source of the suppressor-grid voltage
should have good regulation.

In certain applications, special shielding and separation of the input circuit from the output
circuit are necessary. In such cases, the housing containing the input circuit may be arranged to
enclose the lower part of the tube to the level of the circular shiclding disc located below the plate
inside the tube. Clearance between the shield and the glass balb should be at least 147,

Radio-Frequency Oscillator or Power Amplifier
Class C—=Grid bias below cut-off.

Suppressor-Grid Modulated

This type of operation is suitable for telephony. To modulate the carrier output com-
pletely, less than one watt of audio power is required, which is lower than for any other
recommended method of modulation. [For outputs which do not require that the suppressor
be driven positive, the audio power may be less than 1/10th watt,

It 1s recommended that the screen-grid voltage be obtained from the plate voltage by
inserting a resistance in serics with the screen grid and the place volrage, and that part of the
control-grid bias also be obtained from the voltage drop produced by the control-grid current
flowing through a resistance. With this arrangement, using suitable values of resistance,
the output power is almost independent of carrier input over a wide range of carrier input
voltages, the distortion of the signal wave is minimized, and the nsk of damaging the tube
by overload while making circuit adjustments 1s reduced.

A radio-frequency output current characteristic of a typical 3124 tube is shown in Figure 9
as a function of suppressor-grid voltage for a constant impressed radio-frequency control-grid
voltage. Corresponding plate current, screen-grid current, control-grid current, and suppressor-
grid current characteristics are given in Figure 10.

Unmodulated
This type of operation is suitable for relegraphy, or the production of a continuous flow
of radio-frequency power for purposes other than communication.

Plate Modulated

This type of operation is for use when the modulating voltage is superimposed on the
plate supply voltage and to obtain good quality the output power should vary as the square
of the plate voltage. For complete or 1009, modulation, the plate voltage varies from zero
to twice the applied direct value during a cycle of the audio frequency. With no modulation
apphied, the plate voltage is, of course, the direct value, and the cavrier power output is
one-fourth of the peak power output under 1009, modulation. In this case, since the plate
voltage varies with modulation, the direct value must be rated lower than for other types of

operation.
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With this type of operation, the screen-grid voltage as well as the plate voltage should be
modulated. When a series resistor is used to obtain direct screen-grid voltage from the plate
supply, this may readily be accomplished by connecting the resistor to the modulated plate
supply. No by-pass condenser is used across the screen resistor in this case so that the actual
modulating voltage applied to the screen grid is somewhat lower than that applied to the plate.
The by-pass condenser between the screen grid and filament should be.as small as practicable
to avoid by-passing the higher modulating frequencies.

High Frequency Ratings

The tube may be used at full ratings up to 20 megacycles. When operating at higher frequencies,
the dielectric losses, charging currents and lead-in heating may be increased to an excessive degree,
Accordingly, the plate voltage, and consequently the plate input must be reduced 509 at 70 mega-
cycles, and in proportion at frequencies between 20 and 70 megacycles. . In order to obtain maximum
output and proper operation at these frequencies, special attention should be given to shielding

and to the by-pass circuits.
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